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[email protected] or [email protected]Facebook board member Peter Thiel was the second speaker
at a closed-door meeting with congressional leaders that Zuckerberg held last week to discuss the
company’s political influence issues, CNN reported on Monday. According to the CNN report, the
meeting was held on July 11 and involved Zuckerberg and Chief Operating Officer Sheryl Sandberg,
Special Counsel (Antitrust) Scott Reckard, Legislative Affairs Director Katie Harbath, and
Zuckerberg’s media guy, Elliot Schrage. The meeting, which lasted less than two hours, was first
reported by the New York Times. Thiel was also on the record speaking about the meeting,
according to the report. The former PayPal co-founder and current head of Clarium Capital, who has
been considered for a position on the board of Facebook, told CNN that the meeting was designed to
provide a “snapshot” of Facebook’s political influence issues, even though Zuckerberg had already
stated that he has “no intention” of running for political office. Thiel reportedly offered a “heads-up”
to congressional leaders on Facebook’s political influence issues, including Zuckerberg’s argument
that foreign entities must be allowed to use the service’s platform to influence election results. The
35-year-old billionaire — who donated $1.25 million to Trump’s 2016 campaign — also said that
Zuckerberg made a suggestion to allow the company to deny ads to candidates based on their
political ideologies. CNN reported that Zuckerberg’s recommendation was questioned, with
lawmakers concerned that the company could potentially abuse its power to discriminate on the
basis of political ideology. In a statement provided to TechCrunch, Facebook spokesman Barry
Schnittker said that the company has regular meetings with the company’s staff to “share with the
team information about our progress on issues,” and to “provide a perspective as to what the issues
are that are
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