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perception, family communication patterns and
support needs of family members caring for a
dying patient. Although data suggest a link
between the experience of care at the end of life



(EOL) and the perception of family members, little
is known about the actual needs of family
members in the EOL. We explored the quality of
life of family members as perceived by patients,
their patients' perspectives of family
communication and the potential need for specific
support. A qualitative exploration of the
experience of family members in the EOL. The
study was conducted in a French acute palliative
care unit in a teaching hospital. Family members
and patients were interviewed in semi-structured
interviews. Two interviewers collected data using
a field journal. Family members (n = 10) and
patients (n = 12) were interviewed individually.
Data were collected and analyzed using a thematic
analysis. We identified three main themes. Family
members' perception of quality of life was
influenced by the impact of the patient's
impending death on their family life. Family
communication patterns were described by family
members who were 'always present' and by those
who were less involved, as a function f988f36e3a
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