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White House in March, the president's most senior trade adviser, Peter Navarro, told a group of conservative
businessmen that tariffs are a "nuclear deterrent" in the trade war with China. He made a similar warning on Fox
News' "Fox and Friends" on March 25. "We would love to hit them with a tariff," Navarro told host Ainsley
Earhardt. "But if we did that, they would hit us with a tariff." Trump just nominated a China hawk and big user of
tariffs to the top trade post at the Treasury Department. Trump's top trade adviser, Peter Navarro, has engaged
in a public war with China since the Trump administration announced in March 2018 a trade war with China
aimed at stopping China's investment into US tech companies. In March, Navarro warned that the new tariffs on
Chinese imports were a "form of national insurance" that could work. The same month, Navarro helped convince
Trump to approve import tariffs on steel and aluminum, telling the president that this would make American
steelmakers "the champion." Trump has said that he thinks tariffs have been "the greatest trade tool in the
modern era" — and he has now nominated a big fan of tariffs for the top trade post at the Treasury Department.
Donald Trump's most senior trade adviser has spent years painting China as a predator and America's most
powerful trade adversary. Now he could play a key role in Trump's trade policy. In September 2017, the US
imported roughly $17 billion of steel from China. Trump signed an executive order a month later to impose tariffs
on steel imports from all countries,
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