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In the book, the importance of the creek is mentioned in depth to describe the unique development situation of Swede Hollow. The creek also kept the roads from clogging with debris--the city had to deal with huge amounts of garbage from the residents of Swede Hollow. In the early days, local stores that didn't wish to venture into Swede
Hollow hired one of the residents (there were 11 residents in the beginning) to walk around the neighborhood and ask if a store needed something. In that way, the residents would know that the store was busy and would be sure to make it a point to stop by to see if there was anything they could help the store with. Swede Hollow was meant
to be a community. Suess: When the Second World War started in 1939, the people of Swede Hollow had more money than they knew what to do with, but they were still poor compared to the rest of the United States. They prospered, however, when the war ended and there was a lot of action in the newspaper business. In the mid-1950s, the
major source of the newspaper was the sale of classified ads. The newspaper would take all of the classified ads, add its own content, and publish the newspaper at night. There was a huge number of these newspapers in the Twin Cities at that time. Because Swede Hollow had no sewer or water service, it was in the paper business and so
they found they could advertise in the classified section. That's how the Hollow got its name--Swedish Hollow. In addition to the newspaper business, there were two large flour mills located on the creek in Swede Hollow. The first one burned down in the 1920s and the second burned down in the 1980s.
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