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group of influential senators is backing House Republicans in a long-shot fight to repeal the
Affordable Care Act, but it's unclear whether they can get the necessary votes to advance a bill. The
bill in question is called the “Repeal Obamacare Act of 2015.” It has 28 co-sponsors, including Sens.
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Bill Cassidy (R-La.), according to a list of sponsors provided by Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s office. ADVERTISEMENT No matter how the legislation evolves
over the next week, its backers could face a critical test from the Congressional Budget Office, which
is required by law to assess the economic impact of any legislation. The CBO routinely goes beyond
its historical role of analyzing proposed legislation to provide additional analysis on the impact of
policies on entitlement programs and the national debt. Republicans are already facing an uphill
climb in their drive to fulfill a core promise of their party, and now that effort has hit a hurdle to say
the least: The House is unlikely to take it up, reports The Hill. Rep. Phil Roe (R-Tenn.), the lead
sponsor of the ACA repeal bill, is already thinking about how to move forward. “There’s some ways
to fix this,” he said, according to The Hill. “For example, | think if you were to fix it, the premiums in
the individual market would go up by about 20 percent, 20 to 30 percent. So there are things to be
fixed. But | don’t think it’s good politics, frankly.” Roe was one of the congressmen who voted
against ACA repeal last year. But instead of pushing for a narrow fix to a program he voted to
dismantle, Roe is apparently thinking of a major makeover. “I think you’d have to have a major
overhaul of the system to make it really work,” Roe told The Hill. “You couldn’t just gut it and say,
‘We’re going to replace it with some other system,’ because the details of the system would have to
be in place.” The last time Republicans were able to get a repeal bill passed through the House,
according to The Washington Post’s fact check, almost 90 percent of the population lost its employer-
based coverage, which is what they had going for them in 2010. And while the ACA’s mandates for
individuals are stricter than the GOP’s would be — requiring minimum coverage and preventing
insurers from refusing coverage to people with pre-existing conditions — even under the present
system, too many can’t get coverage. Under the old system, about 50 percent of people failed to get
coverage. All of which makes Congress’s task even more difficult in October. "The most serious of
the reforms they are hoping to accomplish are the ones that will drive up health care costs for the
middle class,” said Melissa Boteach, vice president for communications at the National Women’s Law
Center. “The House has already shown that they are comfortable with cost-shifting so that 14 million
people lose their health insurance coverage, so | think it would make no sense for the Senate to
agree to any bill that would raise costs in a way that affects those Americans, or for that matter
anyone else. 5ec8ef588b
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