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la derniere lp, the most wanted man in the world
(1969) -- this disc, most likely the recording by

which the name mongo santamaria will be known
to many of you, was recorded in the mid-sixties. i
was lucky to see him perform this live in the mid
70's and i was also lucky to see him perform this
at the world famous apollo theater in harlem. i

have more video of this concert than any concert i
have ever seen. his band was tight and his voice
was incredible. the bass player even took a break

in the middle of his song and used his trumpet
and played with him for a few seconds. he has the
ability to tap dance and play the piano and play

his trumpet like he was a one man band. he was a
true master of the musical world. he could sing in
the church and play in the nightclub. but the most
important thing i know about mongo santamaras

life and career is that he was dedicated to his
religion and a great humanitarian. he would
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sometimes perform at childrens hospitals and
hospitals and would sing in spanish, french and

english. in 1969 i was hired to start a band called
"mongo santamaria and the salsa happening" and
we played all over new york city. i have pictures of

the band, mongo, and myself at the apollo
theater. the box office employee told me that
there were people in line at 10:30 a.m. for the
apollo to see mongo santamaria and the salsa

happening and that is when i started to plan and
call my friends in new york to make sure we got
tickets. i have never forgotten what the apollo

theater means to so many people. it has been my
home for over 30 years. thank you mr. west for
bringing mongo santamaras music to the world.

god bless you.
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Mongo Santamaria Discography Torrent

a compilation of mongo santamarias best live
performances from the 1960s and 1970s. it

features the best music from santamarias first two
albums with the legendary fania all stars, plus

some great afro-cuban and salsa songs recorded
in nyc. in 1967, mongo santamaria and his

partners in fania all stars formed a group that was
destined to become a legend in latin music. the
a&r man for the label, ralph mercado, had other

plans in mind. at the time, mercado was the
manager of fania all stars, and he saw in mongo a

potential star. but the musical and business
worlds were at odds. for example, mongo was

signed to a long-term contract with a producer,
who wasnt interested in his musical development.

and elvin jones, the greatest drummer of his
generation, had taken an enormous salary cut

from fania to join the band. in 1968, mercado was
replaced, and the fania all stars were now under

the direct control of sony music. mongo
santamaria had been the perfect partner in crime.

but they werent the same anymore. mongo
santamaria has been around since the 1950s,
playing rumba, cha cha, and a variety of other
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'afro-cuban' sounds. he is an instrumentalist of
the highest caliber, and his albums reflect that.
this cd reissue features top-notch musicians on
top-notch arrangements of some of santamaras
greatest tracks. the cd also features some early
recordings of a young mongo with a young tito

puente, and some excellent arrangements from a
time when a cuban/euro-jazz connection was still
being forged. tito puente debut (rca victor, 1955)
the first of a fabulous series of 12-inch lps put out
by rca victor. mongo and tito are pictured on the

cover. this is a great combo, and this album is
certainly no slouch. the tinges of the mambo

swing sound are still detectable, but this has more
of a latin jazz feel to it. mongo is a bit more of a
showman here, while tito sounds a little more

thoughtful and introspective. but in the end, they
both get the job done, and if you get a chance to

hear this lp, do it! 5ec8ef588b
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