Magix Soundpool Reggae Vol.1

since the 70s sly and robbie were one of the
biggest backing groups on the jamaican music
scene. they were the biggest reggae band in the
world and a highly respected live act: while you
can make the argument that the wailers are the
best, you can also say the upsetters are the best.
sly and robbie's contribution to the music world
was immense, and many of their tracks are
amongst the best on the reggae canon. love for
sale and temptation were not only the first chart
hit by the upsetters, but they were also the first
songs to utilize the vocal harmony style that
would come to dominate reggae for decades.
their classic, take it easy, first appeared on the
upsetters, and their midnight choir version was
the one that so vocally influenced the wailers. if
you want to hear the best live roots singing in
jamaican music, look no further than the
upsetters. however, although the upsetters were
the perfect backing group for the wailers, the
trademark the upsetters sound was never fully
explained. they were arguably the best rhythm
section in reggae, and their live work in the late
70s and early 80s was stunning. for instance, on
stage, a live album recorded in 1984, features a
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number of amazing tracks, including rosemary,
chase and sanborn, and sexy woman. sly and
robbie have always been vocalists, and their
vocal-infused style was very different from that
of the wailers, and this is apparent on their own
albums. but their live sets, which dominated
reggae radio from the late 70s to the mid-80s,
show a band playing in a way that makes its
vocalists more than merely backing singers. they
had a natural feel, and their chemistry was
legendary. for instance, it would take the
upsetters a long time to work out how to play the
famous love for sale, and the band's sets
featured lengthy jams where the instruments and
vocals were completely intertwined. the live
albums love for sale and on stage were definitive
in this regard.

Magix Soundpool Reggae Vol.1

for anyone who has followed jamaican music
over the past 50 years, these are names that
stand out, and this disc is a companion piece to
the previous one. featuring many of the biggest
names in reggae, dancehall reggae: soundpool
vol.2 was a perfect way to commemorate dennis
brown and his great legacy, and it should be in
every reggae fan’s collection. while the likes of
bob marley and bunny wailer were quickly
reaching a wider audience in the late 60s, a new
generation of singers were finding their own
natural voice. the most successful of these was
mungo jerry, whose records established that
happy-go-lucky, reggae-tinged hippy soul and
pop music could be the soundtrack to days
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around the camp fire. at the same time, the new,
more aggressive, musical style of rocksteady was
spreading like wildfire across the atlantic. while
mungos biggest hit, in the summertime, was
tinged with melancholy, the general mood was
upbeat. the songs on this album are nothing less
than classic. rocksteady? who needs to be a
rebel? don covay made a tremendous
contribution to the development of reggae music
and its popularity with white audiences. his
innovation of the reggae-styled r&b album,
featuring a white singer with a black backing
band, had an immediate and profound impact on
the music, allowing black musicians the chance
to sing and dance at white clubs. that those clubs
were in england was key to the development of
the music in the uk, as was the fact that the
bandleader was a white man, the first time that
this had happened. while the music may have
had its origins in jamaica, the popularity of it in
england was evidence of the vibrant and creative
culture that existed at the time. 5ec8ef588b
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