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by the middle of the century, the empire had reached a crisis that led to the imperial succession of odoacer, one of the last usurpers, but he had a good propaganda system and made a very good impression among the soldiers who made up his army. in 476 a.d. he stopped the bloody civil war in which the
theodoric was defeated and went to ravenna to become its emperor. theodoric was forced to sign a treaty of friendship with him that granted him the lands that rome had taken from him, among them the cities of ravenna and ferrara and the lands of the middle and lower po valley, including the city of pavia.

theodoric also concluded an alliance with the vandals who had invaded the roman west. odoacer, however, was not content with this victory, and he also took over the lands that rome had seized from the eastern emperor zeno. in 477 a. he revolted against the vandals and also took some of their lands. he then
invaded italy, but the roman army won a decisive victory in the battle of sentinum, where he was able to save the city of rome. after this battle, odoacer could not have hoped for a better opportunity to gain a good reputation among the army. he decided to offer a reward to the legionaries who had fought the

best and he gave them their freedom. on their return, the romans were welcomed in the city by the people who had been living there for many years, among whom there were many veterans of the legions that had served under the reign of valentinian iii. however, the army did not feel safe, so it took up a
position on a hill facing the surrounding cities where it was surrounded by a roman wall that, after some time, odoacer decided to take down.
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thus, after a period of about thirty years of conflict, the roman empire had survived. but the succession to the western roman empire was a problem that, despite the agreement of the western emperor, was solved by the eastern emperor justinian in favor of his son and heir, justinian ii (565-578), who had been
named co-emperor, a move that would have implications in the future of the eastern roman empire. in 570, the emperor justinian ii was forced to recognize the independent kingdom of the visigoths, which was already based in spain and had managed to reach the north african coast. however, the fact that the

emperor had allowed the burgundian king to return to a throne that had been usurped by his son gundobad (guenther) meant that there were repercussions. the matter was resolved with the military intervention of the byzantine general belisarius and the 575 battle of adrianople, where the visigoths were
defeated, the emperor justinian ii was deposed and the eastern roman empire was reduced to the peloponnese. the victory of belisarius was the fruit of a long and bloody campaign that began in 573 and ended with the capture of carthage in the hands of the byzantines. the senator vitiges was the first roman

to write an account of the battle of adrianople, writing in latin but without the use of a pseudonym. his historia was a work of historical fiction that was in many ways the first history book in the west and was based on the original account of the event of the historia augusta, which is in turn derived from the
history of the african author zosimus. 5ec8ef588b
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