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another cult classic from the shaw brothers studio, the flag of iron is a quintessential hong kong tale
of rivals, betrayal and family feuds. when the master of the iron flag clan is killed by a mysterious
assassin known only as spearman, it sets off an explosive chain of events which pits two brothers
against each other in an action-packed adventure of fist flying fury. directed by cheh chang (the one-
armed swordsman, five venoms), this kinetic and highly influential kung fu picture, mixes traditional
storytelling with more modern presentation techniques, layering acrobatics, the use exotic weaponry
and quick as lightning fight sequences to produce a sure fire entertaining hit, which no serious
collector of martial arts movies can be without. the flag of iron(aka the spearmen of death )is a
quintessential hong kong tale of rivals, betrayal and family feuds. when the master of the iron flag
clan is killed by a mysterious assassin known only as spearman, it sets off an explosive chain of
events which pits two brothers against each other in an action-packed the flag of iron is a
quintessential hong kong tale of rivals, betrayal and family feuds. when the master of the iron flag
clan is killed by a mysterious assassin known only as spearman, it sets off an explosive chain of
events which pits two brothers against each other in an action-packed adventure of fist flying fury.
directed by cheh chang (the one-armed swordsman, five venoms), this kinetic and highly influential
kung fu picture, mixes traditional storytelling with more modern presentation techniques, layering
acrobatics, the use exotic weaponry and quick as lightning fight sequences to produce a sure fire
entertaining hit, which no serious collector of martial arts movies can be without.
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the blu-ray is a beautiful release that includes a commentary track and some behind the scenes
featurettes. the disc comes with both english and mandarin language options for those who want to
use them. it is a good release for those interested in the film and comic book series that it
originated. i recommend it highly. it is available from amazon. 88 films has provided this film a
1080p transfer that is presented in the original mandarin with optional english subtitles. the film is
presented in an aspect ratio of 1.85:1, and is encoded with a dts-hd 2.0 master audio track. the
1.85:1 aspect ratio provides the film with a widescreen format, and the decision to encode the film in
this aspect ratio is probably a good one, as the film has quite a few more pros than cons. the image
quality is extremely sharp and clear, with nice even color reproduction and solid black levels. the
high level of detail throughout the presentation is fantastic, and the aforementioned shadows don't
feel over-compressed, allowing the image to remain natural. the film does have some mild edge
enhancement present in a few scenes, but it never becomes a major issue. the image lacks any
significant signs of digital noise or artifacting, and the only real problem comes from a few instances
of light compression present in the film. it doesn't appear to have any impact on the overall
presentation. this is a good looking transfer, with only one minor disappointment. the lack of any
type of anamorphic enhancement makes the image feel a bit flattened, but it does allow for some
nice black level control. any motion is fairly smooth, but there are a few instances where the film
suffers from a moderate bit of judder, with a few instances of brief pixelation. there is also a slight
issue with the film's aspect ratio. there are a few instances where the film is presented with slight
cropping, which was added to the film in post-production. i have seen this type of cropping before,
and it usually occurs when an aspect ratio is incorrectly applied. this issue does not appear to be too
severe, but it is worth mentioning. 88 films has done an exceptional job of providing this film with a
very high quality presentation. its main weakness is the lack of any anamorphic enhancement, but it
doesn't impact the overall presentation in any major way. 5ec8ef588b
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