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PSPÂ . I don't know how things will ever turn out now, but I have to go, he said. He kissed her
goodbye. The next day I went to school. There were half a dozen people who saw me, and the

teachers did. But they all did, really, in that sad, confused way that's just a part of high school life. I
remember this one small act of kindness - a teacher writing my name and my address on a piece of

paper and giving it to me when I went in for my next assessment of grade 9. I went back in. The
teacher asked me what had happened. I tried to get away from her. She put her hand on my back. I
turned to run. I ran to my locker, unlocked it, and turned around to see her slowly coming towards

me, just as all the others had done. By the end of the school day, she was at my side, calling names
and stopping me from dodging. I remember the crowd of classmates, many crying, some laughing,
some holding my arms. There was nothing to do but go to the principal's office, and take my mark

for a grade 9 instead of a grade 8, a grade 9 instead of a grade 8. I don't remember much about this,
but I know I was ashamed. I guess I was ashamed, and more than a little bit scared. I ran out of the

school as fast as I could, got into my car, and drove home. I looked up your telephone number in the
directory. I called you, and told you what had happened. You weren't home, and I left a message. I

went back to school the next day for my next grade 9 assessment. You called me back, and told me
that I could come to the school if I wanted to. I went to the school. I was ashamed of what had

happened. I thought it was bad enough that I'd put a bad mark on my record. But I was afraid - if
there's something wrong with me, then what is wrong with the rest of the people I went to school

with every day? If I'm defective, then why did they accept me? Why did they like me? I know I'm not
a piece of shit. I know I'm special. You told me that day that I needn't ever be ashamed of who I am

or what I did. I still felt it. I was afraid. I still was afraid. As soon as I could, c6a93da74d
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