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Latin, however, had also become Classical
rather than Early Protestant. It was this
tendency, while ostensibly maintaining
Classical (or even Late Latin) points of
reference in diction, style, etc., to produce
a kind of half-conscious neologism that
some scholars have called "Latin Lite" (see
Turner). The fashionable "Plain English" of
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the Puritans (and also perhaps the
standard English used in the translators of
the Bible into English) is a chief example of
such "Latin Lite." When we hear sentences
like "As it were, one might well perceive it
to be the verdict of a jury" in books of the
first part of the seventeenth century, we
should not suppose that the writers meant
to make use of the English language as it
was spoken in their own time but as they
would have spoken it had they been sitting
on a jury of the English court in the era of
Edward lll. According to such usage, the
expression "a jury is a body of people who
deliberate together in court" would have
been "a jury is a body of people who
deliberate together in a box." The use of
classical vocabulary in the translation of
the Bible was a profitable and appropriate
practice in the period of its use. It has,
however, now become a sign of lost
authenticity and an index of intellectual
poverty. It may, in fact, be the mark of a
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decadent age or a degenerate people that
they can no longer speak the language of
their forebears and translate their

literature into a dead tongue as if it were
the language of a third-rate people or a
fourth-rate nation. It is not too much to

assert that the Bible has been the hardest

work ever undertaken by man; in its
interpretation it has had a unique origin,
character and contribution to make. Yet
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