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present study, we
examined whether

similar effects occur in
humans when the stress
is of sufficiently severe
intensity as to cause

trauma. In this study we
investigated the effect of

repeatedly exposing a
group of subjects to a life-

threatening situation
(rape) on the acquisition
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and retention of a
learned operant behavior

(escalator test). The
conditions in which the
subjects are exposed to

the life-threatening
situation are

intentionally designed to
reduce or eliminate the
possibility of learning by

habituation. When
stressed subjects are
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first exposed to the
escalator, they show

impaired acquisition, as
compared to unstressed
subjects. The effect of
stress appears to be

mediated by a deficit in
the ability to acquire a
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