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The present invention relates generally to a virtual local area network
for allowing autonomous instant messaging between personal
computers and/or other computer enabled devices and a computer. 2.
Description of the Related Art Much of the recent development in
digital communications has been directed to voice communications as
opposed to other types of communications such as text or data
communications. This is largely due to the increased popularity of
cellular and wireless telephone technology. Cellular and wireless
telephone technology generally allow a user to make telephone calls
from almost any location. While these technologies have greatly
enhanced the ability of a user to make telephone calls, they have not
been well suited to other types of communications. This is due to the
complex infrastructure needed to route telephone calls and other
types of signals over the wireless links. In addition, communication
delays in cellular and wireless telephone technology are often
unacceptable for communicating other types of signals such as text
and data. More recently, devices have been developed that allow for
text communications to be transmitted from a server to one or more
devices. For example, devices have been developed in which text
messages are sent from a text message capable device to a cellular
telephone device. These devices include devices that are specifically
designed for use with a particular cellular telephone. Such devices are
often cumbersome as they require the user to operate both the
cellular telephone and the dedicated device. Other devices that are
used with a cellular telephone are capable of receiving text messages
but cannot transmit such messages. Such devices cannot typically be
used without a cellular telephone because they do not have a display
or other user interface such that the user can view text messages
that are received. Recently, systems have been developed that allow
a user to initiate a text messaging session with a text messaging
capable computer capable device. However, these systems require
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the user to use a dedicated device to initiate the text messaging

session. In addition, these systems are often cumbersome as the user
is required to initiate
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