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termination of cables is a commonly required function. In the field
of communications, the termination of cables is a commonly

required function. Conventionally, the termination of cables is
carried out in a number of different ways. The first of these is by
means of a so-called wire nut, this consisting of a rubber band
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attached to a pair of nuts which are to be applied to the cable and
pulled there-across so that they tighten around the cable and
clamp it firmly. For reasons of safety and speed, no attempt is

made to move the nuts tightly on to the cable. In practice, this is
done by grasping the cable between the two nuts and then

attempting to twist the nuts together using a pair of pliers. It may
even be necessary to use a lever to assist in the twisting. This
approach to cable termination in practice entails the risk of an

accidental backward movement of the cable as the nuts are being
tightened up, i.e. the cable may not always be sufficiently well

fixed in place. Cable termination has conventionally been effected
by means of the use of a so-called "cable tie". This is comprised of
a length of flexible material, such as rubber, which is folded into a

strip-like cross-section, and secured at each end by means of a
screw. This is placed around the cable and the ends of the tie are

then screwed into place. In practice, it is often necessary to
ensure that the cable tie can be applied securely to the cable and

that it cannot slip off down the cable. This has conventionally
been achieved by using adhesive to attach the rubber to the

cable. In practice, this often involves the complete immersion of
the rubber in the adhesive, which is then dried over a period of

time. This is then followed by the application of either a
permanent or removable adhesive to the rubber. A further method

of cable termination involves the use of so-called double
terminated strain relief boots. This consists of a boot with a split in
it and two strain relief bushings which are screwed into place over

the cable's sheath. These latter techniques suffer from the
disadvantage of requiring a tool (that is, the screwdriver) which
must be used in a predetermined sequence and then carefully

removed. Although this is not a problem at the time of
manufacture of the cable ties, it does mean that they cannot be
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