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Farmhouse in Bedford, New Hampshire After a short silence from the kitchen, the holler of the cats startles us back
into consciousness. The smell of eggs frying, to be exact. There is a big yellow bowl full of soft scrambled eggs, and

four small china bowls of fresh raspberry jam and a container of the best lemon cookies anyone could ask for. There’s
a plate of fresh spinach, frozen berries, a bowl of sliced apples, and a mini-muffin tin, and that’s the last we see of the
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wearing a French corset, and her brothers, Brian and Erik, surprised their mother with their choice of birthday gifts.

Ellen arrives with the birthday cake. They brought the cake to their mother while she was resting. “Kristine, Alison, and
Erik all sang a song,” Brian explains, “and Kristine lit candles in the cake and passed it around.” Their parents, Brian
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