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invention relates to strain
relief devices for connectors
and more particularly to a

strain relief device for a male
coaxial or radio frequency
(RF) coaxial connector. 2.
Description of Related Art

Various types of connectors
are known for use with RF

coaxial cables. For example,
commonly assigned U.S. Pat.

No. 5,980,349 (Hsu et al.)
discloses a multi-pair
electrical connector

assembly. Most connectors
must be terminated to a

                             4 / 11



 

cable with some force. It has
been determined that the
force with which coaxial

connectors are terminated to
cables is an important factor

in maintaining good
performance characteristics

of the connector. For
example, if the coaxial

connector is not terminated
properly, RF signals traveling
through the connector may

be attenuated. Coaxial
connectors may be

terminated to a cable by a
manual method or an
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automated method. In
particular, for automated

termination of coaxial
connectors, a connector hub
is applied to the cable and

the connector is then mated
with the hub. The hub has a
collar, which engages and
retains the connector. For

automated termination, the
collar is formed with lugs

that, on the connector, press
lugs formed in the connector,
against a force. It is important
to maintain the desired force
with which the connector is
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terminated to the cable. U.S.
Pat. No. 5,942,735 (Hsu et al.)

discloses an automated
connector. A common

problem with connectors
having a structure as shown
in FIG. 3 of Hsu et al. is that
the connector may rotate,

especially when a connector
is loosened from a mating
connector and/or is in a

dynamic condition. Thus, a
need exists for a connector

having a structure that holds
the connector against

rotation. A need also exists
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for a connector having a
connector that resists

loosening from a mating
connector. A need also exists
for a connector that can be

mated to a mating connector
with a predetermined force.
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