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mayor of Flint, Michigan, Ed Erickson has already forged a reputation for making unpopular decisions. But not everyone is happy with his methods — nor his motives. Erickson made national news last week when residents and lawmakers from the state of Michigan accused him of bribing Mayor Karen Weaver and her husband, Randy, into staying on
the job during Flint’s water crisis. The governor of Michigan, Rick Snyder, is a long-time friend and contributor to Erickson’s campaign, as is the donor whose property the mayor’s office ostensibly used to lure Weaver and her husband away from a government job. It’s not the first time Erickson has been accused of corruption. In December, the Ethics
Bureau of the State of Michigan told Erickson that it had launched an investigation of him in 2015. At the time, the agency alleged that he “negotiated the purchase of an undisclosed amount of liability insurance” for his campaign. He also accepted at least five campaign contributions from developers, according to the filings. The mayor maintains he did
nothing wrong, and on Tuesday he stepped up his defense, releasing a statement to state media saying, in part: I have long believed that I have the right to engage in private conversations and discussions with people I know and people I consider my friends. … Over the last eight years, I have always been an active, contributing volunteer in the community
of Flint … this became a contrast to the accusation that I was engaging in a pay for play scheme. Former President Barack Obama made a visit to Flint in September 2016. Screenshot/CNN Erickson is not the only official who’s been accused of corruption in Flint. In his public apology for his city’s water crisis, Flint’s interim emergency manager, Gerald
Ambrose, is currently under investigation for possible pension abuse. “If there is merit to those allegations, then absolutely I deserve to be charged, 82138339de
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