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Newspaper editorials- Sept. 14, 2014 Published: Monday, September 15, 2014 at 05:30 PM. Two big
issues that go hand in hand — both are entirely bogus — come before voters on Nov. 4: Measure 1, the so-

called assault weapons ban, and Referendum 2, a rewrite of the state constitution to allow a $2 billion
casino in northeastern North Carolina. Measure 1 would criminalize possession of the most popular

semiautomatic rifles commonly used for self-defense. Some owners of these weapons already have to
register their rifles and obtain a permit, but prohibited owners are exempt from the ban. The ban would

put the firearms of law-abiding citizens at risk by prohibiting their lawful use. It would not take action on
so-called “assault weapons” that are not actually assault weapons. North Carolina doesn’t really need a ban
on shotguns for hunting geese or squirrels. And handguns are already illegal for anyone but licensed law
enforcement to carry. Measure 1 would give the state police broad authority to prohibit any gun that is
“designed to enable the immediate escape of the shooter from a structure.” The law is so vague that it

could ban almost anything designed to engage in self-defense. Meanwhile, the ballot measure risks raising
the possibility of mass shooters entering the gun market — and that can only lead to more deaths. The law

limits the tax on gaming to one percent of the gross gaming revenue and provides for a 10 percent
reduction of the tax for each year the gambling operations of the approved casino exceed $1.9 billion in

gross gaming revenue and until the net proceeds exceed $100 million. The casinos would pay in taxes and
fees an estimated $660 million in the first decade. “I think people will look at this and think it’s a good
deal, but the devil is in the details,” said John Broderick, a Raleigh gun shop owner, after reviewing the
ballot initiative. “The problem is that the public doesn’t know what’s coming down the pike.” So-called
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